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1. The only flourishing trade in Uzhgorod 48-40, E 22-18 7 was
the black market. It existed because of the insufficient supply
of some merchandlse, the complete lack of certain iteme of
merchandise; and inadequate incomes. Private trade was strictly
! forbldden and severely punishable, but the people were forced to
get, legally or illegally, what was needed to survive. They took
any risk necessary to obtain money by speculation, by black sales
in the shops, by selling state-owned goods on the free market, ete,

2, There were two free markets in Uzhgorod where anyone could sell
personal property, such as second-hand clothing, hand-made articles,
and home-produced food. These bazaars were the centers of black
market activities. for, in addition to the above, they also pro-
vided opportunities for selling items from the state-owned shops,
items from packages sent from the West, articles sold by home-

: coming Russian soldiers, etec., at prices set according to agree-
¢ ment with the individual buyers and much higher than the fixed
~officlal prices. The favorite black market items were spices, such
as cloves and vanilla sticks, and after that such drugs as US
penieillin and streptomyecin, and also yeast and rice. Most of
these articles were not available in the state-owned shops and,
if available, only once a year and in very small quantities.
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Othérffavdriﬁe articles for sidle were US nylon goeds, ready-to-

wear elothigs-for men and women, and shoes .
Eighty per cent of the merchandise sold in the frée-market: came
rrqu'thégstate;oinédfshéﬁs; "The manager of & state-owned shop
would sell in the shop ORly part of the goods redéived from the
8ﬁ§té'warehéuﬁe§;“End“thé’réﬁt‘ﬁé“sdld féf”éash”ta'tﬁe"blaakf
m&?két“fbffa]higﬁer'@riéé;”ﬁlﬁéiﬂg the IégalApriééfiﬁ”the*eashien's
box and pocketing the ﬂiffeféncé;““Féf‘e:&ﬁplé;‘aIﬁﬁIﬂﬁﬁ“féIlyin* :
véried ¢olors i&§“hat*§é1d“iﬁ"Uéhgéroa;'buﬁ'this“ﬁﬁtéfiél”ﬁas B
isgued to the staté-owned stores for dééoraﬁiﬁgﬁfhéﬂsfdfési“‘The
Btaté debited the store 25.50 rubles per-kilograt of such paper, but
thg'5tore”manager‘aétﬁa11y 80ld to black-marketeets, who eventuwally
8old 1t for 140 rupleés péf”Ril@graw”in“the"fféé'mérkét} "InR Febru-
ary 1952 theé Gastronom store reéeived 25 kllograms of pépper.from the
state warehouse’ ‘Only five kilograms were“301d‘t6‘cusf&méfﬁjat“énef
ruble for eash decagram, which was the legal price. “The manager
8614 the rémaining 20 kilograms %o & black-marketeer 'at four rubles
for each decagram, and he in turn sold tne pepper in the free mar-—
ket for six rubles per decagram. The situation was the same with
yard goods. Employees of the ‘state shops s0ld merchandise to their
tﬁiends“and‘aeQﬂaintances from behind the counter at a higher price,
and "they alsé used to take merchandise home and sell it 'in their
hoémés " for higher prices. The economle police eould do nothing
against this practice because many of the police themselves had been
bribed, &dnd théir wives and girl friends bought on the black market,
too.. Sometimes they seld goods on the black market themselves.

Another place where the black market flourished was at the cﬁob‘rail-
road station, where returiing goldlers sold leather eoats, shoes, -

- Bwiss-made watches, and yard goods. Chop offered the best opportumity

to sell merchandise Which might be dangerous to carry into the USSR,

In 1950 the Soviets ordered a new concrete bridge bullt for pedes-
trians to replace an iron bridge bombed out during the war. In
1952 they arrested the three top leaders of the bridge construction
bécanse 1t waps discovered that they had reported threeé times more
poncrete than they actually used in the bridge construction, ‘

A July lgsé“th°’°°°n§mic police arrested the director, store=
er, manager, driver, and three other exployees of the Uzhgored

B . ;Faotory because they had sold many tons of flour om the black.

market, R | W

‘The “black market in gold, Jjewels, hard currency, and especially in

 dlamonds, was in-"the hands of the Jews. The risk in this business

‘a8 ‘extremely high, whish meant that the prices were extremely high 25X1
by \4~\37 ‘

— N

L~ Evéryone in the USSR could be ribed, even wi ¥
Bmall- amounts of money. .

Thig "éénteér for blac¢k market documents was in L'vov, whieh was very \
Tapious for Its-thi¥iving black market and gangsters. Robbery was

rampant there -- &nd ot only valuables were taken from the vietims,

but also their clothing. & person who. had good conneetions with

thesé gangsters was able to obtain anything he wanted, from virgins

to murderers. S e oo

The awkward distribution of merchandise and the poorly organized
transportation system in the Carpatho-Ukraine served the black
market, t06, in cities where the output of food or textile plants
used to accumulate, arnd sometimes deteriorate. The black market
existeéd everywhere, and therefore black-marketeers travelled to the
éities where c¢ertaln merchandise accumulated té purchase on the
black market there and transport the goods to sell on the black
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market of their own town. Black-marketeers of Uzhgorod used to
travel to L'vov and Kiev for knee-length rubber boots, rice,
and yeast. For textiles, they travelled to Moscow, Employees
of USSR rallroads were always black-marketeers.,

The solidarity of the black market was extremely marked. Black-
marketeers used to make agreements among themselves as to what
kind of goods they were permitted to sell on the market. They
never sold anything to unknown persons. They cooperated closely,
in that if one black-marketeer did not have a certain type of
merchandise avallable, he would recommend someone who did have it.
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